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AFRICA 

History and Ethnography of Africa South of the Zambesi. From 
the Settlement of the Portuguese at Sofala in September, 1505, to the Conquest 
of the Cape Colony by the British in September, 1795. By George McCall 
Theal. Vol. I, from 1505 to 1700, xxii and 501 pp. Vol. II, Foundation of 
the Cape Colony by the Dutch, xix and 523 pp. Vol. Ill, The Cape Colony to 
1795, the Koranas, Bantu, and Portuguese in South Africa to 1800, xiii and 
499 pp Index. Maps, ills, in each. Swan, Sonnenschein & Co., Ltd., London, 
1909-10. &}4 x S}i- 

This is by far the most satisfying, as it is the most pretentious, work upon 
the colonization history of the land which Vasco da Gama established as the 
last and overcome obstacle in the path of the fleets to the Indies, the age-long 
goal of all commerce, the stimulus to all geography. Portugal, the United 
Provinces, last of all Great Britain, each has had its share in establishing a new 
world in the south. These three volumes present the record of that activity 
during the 290 years from the discovery down to the acquisition of the Cape 
Colony by the British in 1795. In the preparation of this great task Dr. Theal 
has had the advantages of his long career as keeper of the archives of the 
colony and as the officially appointed writer of its history. 

We are too little inclined to give attention to the marvelous growth of the 
British Empire, that group of English republics all around the world bound 
together by the idea of loyalty to the throne, the Dominion of Canada, the Com- 
monwealth of Australia, newest of all the Union of South Africa. Here we 
have a true republic, self-administrative because wholly self-supporting, which 
has assumed the burden of development of the whole temperate region of the 
African continent, an interesting contrast with the Latin communities which 
face it across the Atlantic in South America. Surely this is a land worthy of 
the historian. But not yet. The Parkman of South Africa has yet to come, the 
historian who shall tell the tale of the white man and the black, with abhorrence 
of savage blood-thirst and with equal scorn of the white invader living in 
pioneer violence and shabby double-dealing. And Dr. Theal is not so much 
historian as historiographer. 

Yet these volumes are not without interest. We do not know where to turn 
with the hope of finding even a half of the information here set forth, much of 
it now for the first time made public. We should be puzzled to discover an 
equal record of the documentary history of the successive shifts of empire at 
the Cape and in the lands thereto adjacent. For the narrative of the life of the 
black whom the first settlers found there and whom they harried and by whom 
they were scourged until the quite modern days when white might proved it- 
self, as always, white right, for the record of the Bushman, the Hottentot and 
the free Bantu tribes we know not where else to turn for such rich reward. 
Should this comment seem to deny this work a position in the first flight of 
written history it might prove difficult to cite chapter and verse for the impres- 
sion which the reading of these volumes has produced. Perhaps the opinion 
may be found to rest upon the possession of what, in default of a particular 
designation in the terminology of criticism, we may denominate the complacency 
of the historian. It shows itself in the feeling that the white settler could do 
more for the land than the black autochthon, that as between the Portuguese 
discoverer and the Dutch intruder the possession of blood allied to the Anglo- 
Saxon vital juice made in general for righteousness, that the coming of the 
British was the satisfaction of the law. Yet we are to recall that the composi- 
tion of fierce struggles is now less than a dozen years old, the policies of the 
time of disturbance have not yet passed from mind. William Churchill. 

Sahara Soudanais. Tome II. Par R. Chudeau. Missions au Sahara. Par 
E. F. Gautier et R. Chudeau. iv and 326 pp. Maps, ills., index. Armand 
Colin, Paris, 1909. 15 frs. ro x i>%. 

The second volume of this great work, which has been recognized by a prize 
from the French Academy of Science, deals with the central and southern 



